
CHAPTER I 

ANNEXATIO N - A HI STORY OF PAST GRO WTH 

An old campin g si t e i s sa id t o b e the origi n of the City of Salis bury . This 
camping site was l oca t ed a lo n g s id e the old In d i an trading path which extended from 
the Warren Count y L in e i n the no rthe a st, thr o ugh Oxford, Mebane, Graham, Asheboro, 
and Salis b ur y to Ch a r lot t e. Old r e c o rd s indic a te that as Salisbury grew, this In­
dian trading pat h b eca me its Ma i n Street . 

The old c a mpin g site was pa r t of a 350 a cr e tr a ct of land purchased by its 
owner, James Ca r t e r, on Mar ch 8 , 1753 -- t wo we eks prior to the establishing of 
Rowan Count y . The a ctu al d eed of S a li s bu r y, it is said, dates back to February 11, 
1755. At tha t t i me a 635 a cre tr a ct o f l and , s it ua ted t o t he north and west of 
James Carter's t ra ct , was add e d to t h e original 350 a cres . 

In 177 0 t h e newl y in c orp orate d City o f Sal i s bury c on sisted of about one and one 
half square miles. Toda y, a fter al mo st o n e hu nd r e d and ninety -o ne years, the city's 
land area h as inc r eased t o app r o xim a t el y six sq u a re mi les . 

Sal i sbur y 's fir st o ffici a l ann ex a ti on o ccurred ar o u n d 1876 . 
dary des cr ip t ion o f thi s an nexati on exists, but records show th a t 
tion, at t h a t time, h ad re a che d 2 ,733. 

No accurate boun ­
the cit y 's popula -

Th e r e a r e no rec o rd s of a ny ann exations fr o m 18 77 until 1955 when Salisbur y 's 
largest annex a ti on t oo k place. Ov e r 2,000 a cres o f land were a dded to the cit y 
limits. Thi s ad d e d t wi ce a s much l a nd t o th e city or o ver 3 s q uare miles. 

Bet we en 19.15 a nd 1950 -- a peri o d o f thirty-five ye a rs -- Salisbury had onl y 
on e anne x a t io n o f 1 64 a cres in 19 2 7 . In contr a st the city's population increased 
fr o m 13, 88 4 in 19 2 0 t o 20,102 in 1950. This pop ul a ti o n increase must have located 
with in t he l arge a mount o f land annexed in 1915. 

F r om 1950 t o 19 60 nine annex a ti o ns have been made adding a pproximatel y one 
s q u are mi le to the ci ty . Six of the ann ex ations have been of are a s less than 20 
acre s an d the other thr ee annexati o ns were of 386 acres in 1953, 79 acres in 1954 
a n d 5 9 a cre s in 19 55 . In 1960 there were six square miles within the city limits 
o r nea r l y 4,000 acres. 

Thi s histor y of grow th a nd a nnexat i on i n Salisbury indic a tes how sporadic the 
ex t e ns i on of the cit y limits has b een prio r to the 1950 decade. In recent years 
annexat i o n has become a recognized function of modern city government in Salis bu r y. 
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